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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Carl Thomsen, reg. no. 50786, on June 8, 2009. 

2. In the claims: please cancel claims 22-23 and amend claims 1 , 24, 42 and 52 to 
the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for mediating event records 
between a generation layer of events and an operation system layer of events in a 
communications network by means of a mediation layer of events, which includes 
at least one first self-contained component, at least one second self-contained 
component, and at least one third self-contained component, which first, second, 
and third self-contained components operate independently of each other, and 
wherein the mediation layer of events further comprises at least one buffer, the 
method comprising passing the event records through a processing chain of the at 
least three self-contained components, starting from one of the first self-contained 
components, then through one of the third self-contained components, and finally 
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through one of the second self-contained components, and for said mediating and 
passing, 

- the method further comprising: 

- collecting the event records from an element of the generation layer of events 
substantially continuously as a stream, by the first self-contained component in the 
processing chain, 

- processing the collected event records substantially continuously in the processing 
chain, wherein the step of processing includes: 

- writing the event records output from each preceding self-contained component 
in the processing chain into one of said at least one buffer, 

- reading said buffer substantially continuously by the subsequent self-contained 
component in the processing chain for reading the event records as input for 
said subsequent self-contained component from the buffer, 

- after reading any of the event records from the buffer by any subsequent self- 
contained component in the processing chain, retaining a copy of said read 
event record in the buffer, and 

removing the retained copy of the event record from the buffer after successfully 
outputting the event record from the subsequent self-contained component in the 
processing chain, and delivering the processed event records to an element of 
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the operation system layer of events substantially continuously as a stream, by 
the second self-contained component in the processing chain A 
- the method further comprising: 

- providing each of the self-contained components with its own individual 
settings, 

each of the self-contained components functioning according to its own 
individual settings, 

wherein said individual settings of each of the self-contained components include 

- a node base part of the settings, which is identical to the node base parts of the 
other self-contained components within the mediation laver. and 

- a node application part of the settings, which contain custom processing rules 
and which is different to the node application parts of at least most of the other 
self-contained components within the mediation layer . 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for handling event records in a communications 
network between a generation layer of events and an operation system layer of 
events by means of a mediation layer of events, the system comprising: 
- at least one first self-contained component, at least one second self-contained 
component, and at least one third self-contained component for processing event 
records, each of the first, second, and third self-contained components having its 
own settings, and each operates independently of other components of the system, 
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the first, second, and third self-contained components being configured to handle 
event records in series through a processing chain such that a preceding one of the 
self-contained components writes the event records output into a buffer, and a 
subsequent one of the self-contained components reads its input substantially 
continuously from the buffer, 

- at least one node manager component for configuring each of the first, second, and 
third self-contained components, starting up each of the first, second, and third self- 
contained components, monitoring the functioning of each of the first, second, and 
third self-contained components, and stopping each of the first, second, and third 
self-contained components, when required, and 

- a system database for managing all configuration information of each of the first, 
second, and third self-contained components, and for storing information on 
handled events, 

- wherein the system is adapted to perform the steps of: 

- collecting the event records from an element of the generation layer of events 
substantially continuously as a stream, by the first self-contained component in the 
processing chain, 

- processing the collected event records substantially continuously in the processing 
chain, wherein the step of processing includes: 

- writing the event records output from each preceding self-contained component 
in the processing chain into one of said at least one buffer, 
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- reading said buffer substantially continuously by the subsequent self-contained 
component in the processing chain for reading the event records as input for 
said subsequent self-contained component from the buffer, 

- after reading any of the event records from the buffer by any subsequent self- 
contained component in the processing chain, retaining a copy of said read 
event record in the buffer, and 

- removing the retained copy of the event record from the buffer after successfully 
outputting the event record from the subsequent self-contained component in 
the processing chain, 

- delivering the processed event records to an element of the operation system 
layer of events substantially continuously as a stream, by the second self- 
contained component in the processing chain, 

- wherein the system is further adapted to perform the steps of: 

- providing each of the self-contained components with its own individual 
settings, 

each of the self-contained components functioning according to its own 
individual settings, 

wherein said individual settings of each of the self-contained components include 

- a node base part of the settings, which is identical to the node base parts of the 
other self-contained components within the mediation layer, and 
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- a node application part of the settings, which contain custom processing rules 
and which is different to the node application parts of at least most of the 
other self-contained components within the mediation layer . 
42. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including a computer-readable 
storage medium for a system for hand li ng to handle event records in a 
communications network between a generation layer of events and an operation 
system layer of events, which system comprises at least a first self-contained 
component, at least a second self-contained component, and at least a third self- 
contained component of a mediation layer for processing the event records, the 
computer program product comprising: 

- a node base program means capable of providing basic software functionality for the 
first, second, and third self-contained components, said basic software functionality 
including an external interface, and an internal interface of each of the self- 
contained components, 

- an application programming interface means for receiving application programs for 
each of the self-contained components, which application programs are capable of 
interfacing with the internal interfaces of each of the self-contained components, 

- a node manager program means for setting up at least one node manager that is 
capable of constructing, configuring, starting up, monitoring and stopping each of 
the self-contained components, and 

- a user interface program means for setting up a user interface for configuring the at 
least one node manager, 
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- wherein the computer program product is adapted to perform the steps of: 

- passing the event records through a processing chain of the at least three self- 
contained components, starting from one of the first self-contained components, 
then through one of the third self-contained components, and finally through one of 
the second self-contained components, and for said mediating and passing, 

the method comprises performing the steps of: 

- collecting event records from an element of the generation layer of events 
substantially continuously as a stream, by the first self-contained component in the 
processing chain, 

- processing the collected event records substantially continuously in the processing 
chain, wherein the step of processing includes: 

- writing the event records output from each preceding self-contained component 
in the processing chain into one of said at least one buffer, 

- reading said buffer substantially continuously by the subsequent self-contained 
component in the processing chain for reading the event records as input for 
said subsequent self-contained component from the buffer, 

- after reading any of the event records from the buffer by any subsequent self- 
contained component in the processing chain, retaining a copy of said read 
event record in the buffer, and 
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- removing the retained copy of the event record from the buffer after successfully 
outputting the event record from the subsequent self-contained component in 
the processing chain, 

- delivering the processed event records to an element of the operation system 
layer of events substantially continuously as a stream, by the second self- 
contained component in the processing chain, 

- the method further comprising: 

- providing each of the self-contained components with its own individual 
settings, 

each of the self-contained components functioning according to its own 
individual settings, 

wherein said individual settings of each of the self-contained components include 

- a node base part of the settings, which is identical to the node base parts of the 
other self-contained components within the mediation layer, and 

- a node application part of the settings, which contain custom processing rules 
and which is different to the node application parts of at least most of the other 
self-contained components within the mediation layer . 

52. (Currently Amended) A computer program product according to claim 42, which 
supports multi-host execution and is capable starting up the first, second, and third 
self-contained components in different hosts, and configuring the the first, second, 
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and third self-contained components in different hosts to form processing chains for 
processing the event records. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00) . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571)272-1915. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 
(571 )273-8300 for official communications; and 
(571 )273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Wen-Tai Lin 
June 8, 2009 
/Wen-Tai Lin/ 
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